
How to get started as a Beekeeper  
By Sanne Kure-Jensen 

 
 
Beekeeping is becoming increasingly popular. 

 It’s relatively simple 

 Bees are cheaper to keep than many pets – pet food, vet bills, etc. 

 Bees don’t need hours of trainings, long walks or litter boxes emptied 

 Honey  

 It is easier to go away or on vacation – no pet sitters needed 

 Family activity – hive inspections and honey extraction 

 Bees offer pollination services, increasing farm and garden yields (veggies & honey) 

 Honey can be sold for income and offered as gifts  

When do you harvest honey? 

 Remove honey super when it is full and all cells are capped 

 This may be in May, June early July, mid-late August or  September, depending on strength of 
the hive or number of bees 

 Empty/spin honey supers and put them back for a few days out so the bees will clean them out 

 Store dry, clean honey supers indoors until ready to use again 

 Last chance for clean-up is late October so the queen doesn’t think food is plentiful, increase egg 
production and hive size going into late fall/winter   

How do I get the honey out of the frames? 

 Scrape off wax cap, tip frame upside down and let it rest in pail or wide pan in a warm room for 24 
to 48 hours or 

 Spin honey out using an Extractor 
- Rent extractor for $10 for 3 days from RI Beekeepers Assoc. or  
- Borrow an extractor from a fellow beekeeper 

What equipment do you need to start beekeeping and what is the initial investment?  
 

Plan on $500 - $600* 

 Clothing: Bee suit, long gloves, smoker, hive tool,  

 Bees or Nucleus (Nuc)     

 Woodenware - hive bottom, screen bottom board, 2 deep supers, 2 honey supers, wax 
foundation, inner cover, outer cover, queen excluder, entrance reducer, Total approximately $250 

 Honey harvest - Triangle board or bee escape board, uncapping fork, honey bottling bucket, filter 
screens 

* (Assumes owner will use their boots, hammer, nails, paint, brushes, etc.) 
 
Where should a hive be located?  

 Away from areas with regular traffic, heavy lawn or agricultural chemical use 

 10 - 15 feet from neighbors or regular access points to minimize disturbance 

 Near nectar and pollen sources – trees, shrubs, flowers, farms or gardens 

 Near water source such as a bird bath, pond or stream 

 Hive opening should face S or SE  

 Protect hive from dominant winter winds and hottest afternoon summer sun 

 Can be near a barrier such as a fence, hedge or garage – bees will fly up 

 Do speak with closest neighbors and get permission/blessing before ordering equipment 



 Most cities and towns in RI allow beekeeping. Check with your State Department of Agriculture or 
local animal control officer before ordering equipment. 

Can people keep bees in urban areas?  Are there any special considerations? 

 Hives can be kept on city balconies, facing out  

 Rooftops can make great homes for bees 

 Bees will find food in city parks, street trees, shrubs, balcony and sidewalk containers and 
storefront window boxes 

What is happening when a hive swarms and what should a beekeeper do? 

 Honeybees swarm when they are overcrowded or don’t fit in their space 

 Up to 60% of the worker bees leave the hive 

 New queens hatch, emerge and battle the others to the death. One queen survives, rests, mates 
and starts laying eggs.  

 Beekeepers lose 10-14 days honey production during this process 

 To minimize risk of swarming, add additional honey supers before they are needed in late April 
through June 

 To minimize risk of swarming , watch for queen cells and split large hives 

The idea of Colony Collapse is in the news all the time. What can a new beekeeper do to prevent this? 

 Keep multiple hives of backyard bees 

 Don’t move hives to minimize stress and risk of exposure to pest and diseases 

 Do not use chemical pesticide and herbicides  

 Encourage neighbors not to use chemical pesticide and herbicides  

 If pesticide and herbicides must be used, never apply to blossoms and only apply in early 
morning or late afternoon so sprays dry before bees return to blossoms 

 Encourage diverse, pollinator-friendly hedgerows, wild buffer zones and gardens 

 Plant trees, shrubs and flowers with high nectar and pollen value and full season bloom times 

 Increase health of whole ecosystem 

What can beekeepers do to give their hives the best chance of making it through the winter? 

 Be sure hives have enough food stores 

 Do not open hives late in fall. They don’t have a ready propolis source to re-seal their hive against 
wind and cold weather 

 Some beekeepers feed pollen cakes or grease cakes in the winter  

 Some beekeepers feed concentrated sugar water in the spring to start the queen laying eggs and 
boosting numbers earlier 

If you are planning to start a new hive, fall and winter are great times to take classes, order and build 
equipment and order bees for spring installation.  
 
Are there local classes? 

 RI Beekeepers Association (RIBA) offers a 5-week BeeSchool offered each February and March 
in multiple locations across RI. Fee is under $100 and includes RI Beekeepers Association 
membership for that year. Learn more at ribeekeeper.org 

 Bristol County Beekeepers Association (BCBA) Bee School (Beginner’s Beekeeping Course) is 
offered on Tuesdays 7 – 9 pm beginning in September. All classes will be held in the Library of 
the main building at the Bristol County Agricultural High School 135 Center St.  Dighton, MA. 
Learn more at bristolbee.com  

Where can I learn more or purchase equipment? 
Most of this resource list came from the RI Beekeepers Association 
website: 
  

http://ribeekeeper.org/?page_id=316
http://www.bristolbee.com/


 americanbeejournal.com 

betterbee.com  

 brushymountainbeefarm.com 

 cedarlaneapiaries.com 

cluckri.com 

 dadant.com  

diybeerandwinesupplies.com 

easternapiculture.org 

 easternapiculture.org/links/beekeeping-organizations.html 

www.mannlakeltd.com 

 pigeonmountaintrading.com/index.php 

tri-gable-lea-farm.myshopify.com 
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